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Ho bleſt is he who crowns in ſhades like theſe, 
A youth of labor with an age of eaſe; 
Sinks to the grave with unperceiv'd decay, 


While reſignation gently ſlopes the way. GoLDpsMITH. 
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THE DUCHESS OF BOLTON. 


Ma D AM, 


N offering your Grace the humble tribute of theſe 
pages, I do but render a right to which you ſtand 


entitled from many conſiderations. 


Your own happy fucceſs in the art of delineation, 
your alliance with the moſt noble Owner of the ample 
Territories, whole unremitted friendſhip 1 have now had 
the honor to experience for forty years, are not the only 


motives to this addreſs. 


Surrounded as J am in the centre of the ſcenes 
deſcribed, I could not be a mute ſpectator, when the 
objects fo irreſiſtibly invited my attention. 


B To 


* 


111 DE DHC AHT HO N. 

To your (Grace, Who needs no {interpreter f Tura! 
nature, I ſhould have food leſs excuſed „ had got a 
Charity, which I - wiſh: to ſerve, and for whoſe emolu- 
ment theſe attempts are now riſqued abroad, induced 
me to employ in this manner a few hours of leiſure 


from my more effential engagements. 


Your Grace's Candor, united with that of the public, 
will, I hope, advert more to the end than to the literary 
merits of this publication, fince I am conſcious that ſo 
trifling an inſect, ſhort as its natural duration would be, 

muſt prematurely fall, if the mercy of Criticiſm, . and 
. the foſtering wing of Charity, do not protect it. 


Stoical indeed muſt be the heart that glows not at 

the view of an inſtitution ſo replete with preſent and 

- conſequential good, by which diſabled Induſtry is re- 
ſtored, pining Poverty made joyful, Anguiſh aſſuaged, 
and even Lite preſerved. Humanity muſt therefore fer- 
vently wiſh, that the fund of this very important Cha- 


rity, in one of the moſt conſiderable trading towns 


in the kingdom, may be always equal to its liberal 
plan, formed on the truly beneficent and extenſive ſcale 


of relieving neighbour, ſojourner, and the moſt diſtant 


ſtranger, without diſtinction. 


Thrice 
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Thrice happy then will be the author, if by throwing 


in his mite, it ſhould tend to alleviate the greateſt 
of all afflictions, the complicated calamities of indigence 


and ſickneſs. A plan which cannot but coincide 


with the ſofteſt feelings of your ſex, and be in particular 


congenial to your Grace's ſentiments, extended to every 


ſpecies of diſtreſs. 


MAD AM, 
Your Grace's moſt obedient 


And truly devoted Servant, 


BoLTon»-HaLL, 
May 20, 1780. 


THOMAS MAUDE. 
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THE INTRODUCTION. 


S many alluſions in the following piece are merely local, it 
may be neceſſary to premiſe, that the principal ſcene is a ſeat 
belonging to the Duke of Bol Ton, in Wenfley-Dale, ten miles 
from Richmond, and four from Mzddleham, in Yorkſhire, where his 
Grace poſſeſſes property as conſiderable, as it is nobly ornamental 
to the country. For beſides a range of ten almoſt united manors, 
including many populous villages, and a once ſplendid caſtle, whoſe 
venerable remains even now greatly enrich the pleaſing landſcape, 
his Lordſhip has a capital manſion, three miles diſtant from Bolton- 
Caſtle, whence the title is derived, and one mile from Venſiey, from 
which village the Dale receives its name. A ſpot no leſs conſpicuous 
for many bold, fingular, and groteſque beauties of nature, than by 
the lineaments of a more poliſhed aſpet. The commodities of 
the valley for home and foreign conſumption, which laſt is not in- 
conſiderable, are fat cattle, horſes, wool, butter, cheeſe, mittens, 
knit ſtockings, calamine, and lead. 


The houſe was finiſhed about the year 1678, by CARL ES, Mar- 
quis of WINCHESTER, afterwards created Duke of BoLToNn, and 
ſon of Joux the fifth Marquis, whoſe valour and loyalty, at an ad- 
vanced age, were ſo remarkably diſplayed in the brave and long 
defence of his caſtle at Baſing in Hampſhire (now eraſed) during 
the civil war in the laſt century. A defence which has been cele- 
brated by a variety of hiſtorians, for many peculiar circumſtances 
attending it, relative both to the proweſs of the beſieged, in which 
O the 
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the Marchioneſs was remarkably concerned, and the treaſure ſeized” 
by Cromwell, at-the capture of the place. 


"His Grice died the 27th of February, 1698, aged 69, at Amport, 
near Andover, i in Hampſhire, and was interred at B/ ng, the burying- 


place of the family, leaving many noble proofs of liberality to his 
ſervants, and per petuities to the poor. 


In regard to the following compoſition, the reader will perceive 
that I have ingrafted upon the native ſtock of rural defcri ption ſome 
miſcellaneous and exotic ſhoots, to vary that uniformity which 
muſt be the neceſſary reſult of paſtoral writing. For however 
various and charming creation may be in her amazing productions, 
yet it muſt be confeſſed that in this walk of poetry, a few concep- 
tions. may cover or include a great extent of country. Paſtorab 
poetry is a genus, where the reſpective ſpecies have been well de- 
fined from remote antiquity ; an amuſing field of flowers, but reap- 
ed by a long ſucceſſion of the moſt judicious hands. 


The leading objects of inanimate nature, ſuch as woods, water, 
rocks, mountains, and plains, are found in part common to all coun- 
tries; and few have features ſo peculiarly ſtriking and diſſimilar, 
as to mark them for any great length of deſcription, without falling 
into a reſemblance of thought with other writers, or running into 
diſtinctions without a difference. It is the arrangement and com- 
bination of the preceding images, with an intermixture of the hum- 
bler orders of vegetation, that conſtitute the whole of rural ſcenery; 
while the mode and manners of moving life may be called the bu- 
ſineſs. Hence it will neceſſarily follow, that much of what may 
be ſaid of Windſor-Forgſt, of Arno's Banks, or of Wenſley-Dale, may 
be applied to many other places with equal ſucceſs. From this con- 
ſideration, in order to form a diverſity, poſſibly aroſe that indulgence, 
we may ſay that literary warrant, in favour of digreſſions, not tedi- 


. ous or abſurd, in poetry on rural ſubjects. And if the caſe be ſo in 


reſpect 
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teſpect to a whole country, how much more cogent maſt the argu- 
ment appear when reſtricted to the hounds of a province, a vale, or 
a farm? All that can be well expected in this matter, is, the avoiding 
of ſervile imitation, inſi pidity, or diſguſting redundance. The por- 
trait of a flowery mead, however beautiful and elegant, muſt have 
its ſimilitude elſewhere. The ſports of the field, and the diverſions 
of the village, carry with them alſo a like application. It will there- 
fore, I truſt, be ſome apology, if I have but drawn my piece ſuffi- 
ciently characteriſtical of the ſpot, without pretending to minute 
accuracy, clole deſcription, or ablolute novelty. 


In the diſplay of rural felicity, the paſſions often contribute to 
miſlead. If we bring the innocence, knowledge, or happineſs of the 
peaſantry to the meaſuring line of truth, we ſhall but too frequently 
find that they differ little from depravity, ignorance, and wretched- 
neſs; at leaſt ſome qualities-contrary to what the poets ufually draw, 
too often mingle themſelves in the pompouſly figured ſcene. 


There was an age, ſay ſome of reſpectable fame, when princes 
were ſhepherds, and ſhepherds bards; when a perſonal attendance 
on their flocks did not debaſe the dignity of rank; and rural em- 

 ployments, almoſt the ſole occupation of the world, unoppoſed by 
ſciences or mechanic arts, flouriſhed in undiſturbed peace. But ca- 
price, or faſhion, has ſhifted the ſcene ; and would you behold the 
ſhepherd and the patriarch neareſt the original, you muſt revert to 
where the inroads of vice and luxury have made the leaſt impreſſions. 
Such perhaps are the ſolitary and leſs refined regions of Horeb, or the 
plains of the Tigris, where the paſtoral chief in his tent, or from his 
graſſy throne under the ſhade of the palm-tree, gives audience to 
migrating hordes ; where milk and honey, dates, rice, and other 
vegetable fare, conſtitute his daily food, ſprings his beverage, and 
unadorned drapery his garments; where placid leiſure, eloudleſs 
{kies, and the ſoliciting objects of his fituation, ſtir up genius to 
ſentiment and poeſy, in the true character of ancient ſimplicity. - 


It 
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It is highly probable that man in the early ſtate of the world, 
could not be filent amidſt the ſurrounding charms of the creation. 
The view of nature, in the firmament, and on this globe, with the 
ſurvey of his own frame, the melody of birds, and the adventures 
of the chace, would unavoidably operate to the production of ſtrains 
beyond the ſtandard of common ideas. And, agreeable to theſe 
[ ſentiments, we have been told, above three thouſand three hundred 
| years ago, in all the rapture and ſublimity of ſacred eloquence, 
that The morning ſtars ſang together, and all the ſons of the 
«« Deity ſhouted for joy.” Hence may be deduced the antiquity 
of this pleaſing art, hence alſo may we infer its primogeniture, 
while modern travellers relate its prevalence, even to be traced 
among ſavages the moſt rude and retired. 


But whether love, or war, devotion, the beauties of nature, or the 
pleaſures of rural life, were the firſt incitements to poetry, is a queſ- 
tion not ſo eaſy to reſolve, Yet be the deciſions of criticiſm upon 
theſe points as they may, it is perhaps leſs a doubt, that the happi- 
neſs with which our poets have transfuſed the beauties of imagery 
and ſentiment from the ancients into their own productions, with 
their native originality, render them equal to thofe of all other 
countries and preceding times. Let us add, that the almoſt per- 
petual verdure with which our ifland is clothed, the variety of its 
features, and the brilliancy of its fair, recommend it above all other 
places as a ſubject for the truly paſtoral deſcription. 


The diſcriminating changes of the year, the attractive beauty of our 
ſloping woodlands, our general attention to uſeful and ornamental 
culture, the equal tonſure of the fields, and the various evolutions of 
a mixed and pleaſed induſtry in hay-harveſt, with the plenty of 
crowning autumn, raiſe our conceptions of the ſeaſons to that ac- 
knowledged degree of pre-eminence, which few other countries 
attain. For ſo peculiarly happy is the inſular fituation of Bri- 
tain, that the like temperature is not to be found in the ſame la- 


titudes 
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titudes under different meridians: our ſuns, though often glowing, 
have duly their remitted heat; our colds, their attempered quali- 
ties; the clouds ſeafonably drop fatneſs, and our ſoil is in general 
grateful. Nor will it be denied, if experience is to determine, 
however appearances may at firſt plead, that Britain affords more 
hours for labor and exerciſe without doors to the healthy and robuſt, 
in the courſe of the year, than even the boaſted climate of Italy, 
ſo much expoſed to the extremes of heat and rain. 


The foſſil kingdom, though a curious branch of natural hiſtory, 
rarely comes within the poet's ſphere. To deſcribe or analyſe the 
qualities of its materials, is a taſk which belongs rather to the gra- 
vity of philoſophical reſearch, than to the muſe. Such a ſurvey 
anſwers not her purpoſe, nor ſuits the fancy of her dreſs; neither 
does ſhe ſtoop for the irritamenta malorum, as Ovid expreſſes it. 
Scarcely can either the gem or the ore attract her notice; for where 
are the miſer and the poet unitedly found? 


But though imagination dips not her pencil much in the colours 


of this department, yet true it is, that bodies pregnant with the 
| moſt wonderful properties, and of the utmoſt utility, are furniſhed 
from the ſubterrancous world. Not to dwell upon iron, whoſe 
qualities are univerſally known, we ſhall only ſpecify the magnet, 
the inſcrutable agency of which in a manner ſupplies the abſence 
of the ſtarry hoſt, informs the mariner, in the deepeſt darkneſs, 
whence the wind cometh, directing him to ſteer through track leſs 
and turbulent ſeas, to his deſtined port. Hence our geographical 
and other diſcoveries, hence the glories of commerce, and the ſocial 
intercourſe of widely-ſcattered nations. 


The ſimple conſideration of vegetable nature, gratifies without 
alloy. We diſcipline the ſoil, cultivate the beauties and neceſſaries 
of that kingdom to all our purpoſes, and are happy in the enjoy- 
ment of our labors, I had almoſt ſaid in the works of our own 

D | creation, 
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creation. The objects riſe in glory, and ſet in gratitude ; they de- 
light the ſenſes, they deceive not when duly attended to, and in ſome 
degree reward the nurturing hand of all who properly extend it. 


iﬀ To this claſs we owe much of our bodily defence, with various 
4 luxuries of attire, the ſtaff of life, and the rareſt elegancies of our 
V1 board. In a fingle inſtance, let us behold the progreſs but of one 
plant, common in its growth, important in its application. The 
flax robes us in the whiteneſs of ſnow, it comfortably ſpreads our 
tables and our couch, keeps clean our bodies, affords us paper 
whereon to expreſs our thoughts, and wings to waft them to the 
remoteſt quarters of the globe. 


From ſtill life we advance to the animal rank; we here launch 
into a world of ſuperior wonder, and ſtand aſtoniſhed at that wile 
economy which ſo evidently diſplays itſelf throughout the vaſt ex- 
panſe. It would be ſuperfluous to enumerate all the pleaſures and 
accommodations with which we are here preſented : we trace with 
rapture their inſtinctive policies, have exerciſe and ſports to recreate 
our minds and preſerve our health, raiment to warm, and food to 
nouriſh our bodies; means to facilitate agriculture, commerce, arts, 
and all the operations of life that require ftrength or diſpatch. 
After all, it is perhaps the philoſopher alone, in circumſtances of 
independence, that can pretend to reliſh the ſcenes of retirement 
in the full fruition of their charms. It is he who phyſically in- 
ſpects the univerſe, which the poet only paints; it is he who 
morally draws concluſions, finds tongues in trees, ſermons in 
ſtones, and good in every thing.” 
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« On every thorn, delightful wiſdom grows 9 
In every rill, ſome ſweet inſtruction flows.“ 
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The man oppreſſed with penury, the mind diſtracted by fear, by 
envy, by political or other faſhionable purſuits, abſorbed in igno- 
rance or diſſolved in ſloth, perplexed with ſuits at law, or corroded 


by 


* K es, 
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by misfortunes, has little chance to ſucceed in the calm ſpeculations 
of rural life. The language he underſtands will not be that of na- 
ture around him, at leaſt in any great degree of purity. Unwedded 
to refignation, unattuned to harmony and providence, he will but 
caſually float on the ſurface of pleaſure, and graſp at phantoms for 
the ſubſtance. Too, too frequently, I fear, will care, diſcontent, 
and inſenſibility, preclude happineſs from the boſom of the huſ- 
bandman. Nor is it likely that one, under the ſolicitude of an- 
ſwering days of rent, or who is in want of funds to ſupply incidental 
deficiences, more eſpecially ſhould murrain invade his ſtock, or 
floods his crops, ſhould inſects infeſt, or ſtorms deſtroy, with other 
the black contingencies of knavery, error, or fate, can boaſt the 
the contentment uſually aſcribed to his ſituation. Thus controlled 
by elements, and oftentimes by man, not leſs fierce than they, the 
farmer's obſtacles to happineſs will be various and multiplied. His 
hopes will, under theſe circumitances, become not only agitated by 
the breath and caprice of others, but he will be made, as Shakeſpeare 
ſays on another occaſion, ** Servile to all the ſkiey influences.” He 
will be apt to brood even on imaginary fears as neceſſity preſſes ; 
and, wanting education to repel the enemy, or fill the languid pauſe 
of thought, will bring forth regret, ſorrow, and deſpair. 


But {till it will be found that in deſcription we have, agreeable to 
poetic licence, taken up with happineſs in the humble cot, for nu- 
merous exceptions are not wanting to combat the doctrine we have 
before advanced : yet it is probable, that in theſe days of inquiry, 
and improved management of land, he whoſe abilities and ſpirit 
prompt him to attempt, and who has judgment to direct, and feel- 
ings to enjoy, bids faireſt for the prize. However, it will be much 
if even the more abſtracted ſons of wiſdom and competency, to 
whom we have previouſly alluded, do not complain that the poets 
deceive, Certain it is, that in the happieſt ſtate, excluſive of ad- 
verſe incidents, the lot of all men, ſome melting compaſſion for a 
tender 
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tender and kind favourite, ſick, dead, or aſſigned to ſlaughter, willin- 
- truſively ſtep in, to diſturb tranquility, and embitter remembrance. 
The horſe or ewe, the patient ox, or the uſeful cow, theſe his 
favoured objects, whoſe obedience and fidelity he had long admired, 
which his care had reared, and his bounty fed; theſe his familiars 
of the field, when led to be ſacrificed, cannot but make the owner 
ſhare emotions oppoſite to felicity, which every intelligent reader 
will forcibly conceive. There will ſtand before him that price of 
affection, that bargain to the effuſion of blood, which, to a man of 
ſenſibility, muſt give ſome ſympathetic grief. But let us, in this 
caſe, imitate the prudent painter of old, by drawing a veil over part 
of the piece, that ſilent conjecture may ſupply the want. 


| Reality has required at our hands this picture, the brighteſt fide 
of which we ſhall, in conformity to cuſtom, exhibit neareſt to the 
light; nor need we attempt to prove one obvious truth, that hap- 


pineſs will be found in proportion, as ſimplicity and innocence, 
under the influence of education, prevail. 


ut it is time to cloſe the preface, leſt we reveal too much, and 
ſink the ſubject which we mean ſhould entertain; remembering that 
rural enjoyment, in its perfection, is not perhaps to be ſought in 
the palace, nor always in the cottage, but chiefly in that middle 
ſtate of life which animates decency with tafle, where judgment 
guides ceconomy, where hereditary or acquired property, with be- 
neficence, commands reſpect and eſteem, but excludes avarice, Va- 
nity, pride, and ey more turbulent paſſion. 
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RURAL CONTEMPLATIONS. 


ATE my Muſe, fair WENsLERV's vale diſplay, 
And tune with vocal reed the ſylvan lay; 


Thro' the gay ſcenes of lovely BoLTon rove, 
Its peaceful plains, and each ſequeſter'd grove 
Enjoy the ſolitude as gently glide 
The lapſing moments of life's waſting tide, 


Here, far remov'd from vanity and throng, 

Each ſoft receſs the genial fane of ſong, 

We view paſt toil, exotic ſcenes run o'er, 
And ſhelter'd hear the rocking tempeſts roar. 

In waving ſhades poetic converſe hold, 

And the mild charms of Nature's page unfold ; 
While the lull'd mind, ſoft riſing with the morn, 
Nor knows, nor fears, ambition's chilling ſcorn ; 


. 


„ WENSLEY-DALE: 
Delays of office and poſtponing arts, 


Or how the courtier's vow from truth departs; 6 
Each ſly evaſion nurs'd in falſehood's arms, 
Or how a quibble virtue's claim difarms ; 
Superior wrapt in contemplation's themes, 
Grateful we walk, and meekly ſhun extremes ; 
Reſting on truth, as moral Por expreſt- 
That maxim ſure, © Whatever is, is beſt.” 


What tho' no pompous pile here rears its head, 
No column proud with ſculptur'd ſcience ſpread, 
The face ſerene with which old Time appears, 
Boaſts beauties growing with his growing years, 
While Art contraſted, drops her feeble wings, 
As lofty Nature, wildly awful, ſings. 


But ſee yon margin of rejoicing woods, 
Which bending liſten to the ſprightly floods; 
Should theſe, or milder views, thy fancy ſeize, 
And pencil'd fields with moſſy fountains pleafe, 
Stray where the plumy matron with her train, 
Roves proudly devious on the liquid plain, 
Sweetly below whole gay reflected ſides, 
The ſportive dimpled ſtream meand' ring glides; 
Reluctant yielding tends to diſtant ſhores, 
And the dread wonders of the deep explores; 
Now ſwells with commerce, Britain's envied reign, 
Now bears her bulwarks o'er the ſubject main. 


Exhale 
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Exhale ye ſuns, ye winds your wings expand. 
And timely fertilize a favour'd land; 
In gentle rains and balmy dews return, 

The borrow'd treaſures of the ſtreaming urn; 
On thirſty herds, the freſh'ned wave beſtow, 
And bounteous bid diſperſive plenty flow. 

So fails the merchant, Ophirs to purſue, 

And ling'ring bids domeſtic joys adieu; 

While plaintive eyes the lefs'ning hills bewail, 
And anxious ſighs his heaving breaſt aſſail; 
Launch'd on the billows, now with adverſe tail, 
He ſlowly gains the long- expected ſoil ; ELIE, 
From traffick's fount ariſe his views to roam, 
For decent wealth to grace his happy home, 
When gentle gales and pleaſure's high command, 
Propitious waft him to his native ftrand. 


. ® &* 


Nor abſent are ſmooth culture's pleaſing vales, 
With groves adapted to fond lovers tales; 
Nor banks inviting, nor the roſy bow'r, 
Their bleſt retirement in the tender hour; 
While from the ſpreading beech the conſcious dove, 
Invokes the happy pair to blameleſs love: 
The woods reſponſive melting muſic bear, 
And choral plaudits float along the air. 


Ah! mark, ye blooming nymphs, alluring May, 
Nor let her charms your brighter charms betray. 
80 


YT 
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80 FIN che ſage, well vers d in female bearts, 
Vers'd how the quiver'd boy dire&s his darts : 
So Rome's wiſe augur, Cazsax's life to ſpare, 
Bade the great chief of fatal March beware; 
While he, regardleſs, arm'd with Stoic pride, 
Contemn'd the truth-preſaging tale, and dy'd. 


Say now PHaiLanDER, to which path inclin'd, 
Since beauties croud upon the dubious mind; 
The park umbrageous, wide-extended lawn, 
The climbing viſta, and the toyful fawn; _ 
Yon bloſſom'd copſe, the hawthorn's pearly ſpray, 
Whence the ſweet thrilling thruſh awakes the day; 
The grateful woodbine dangling in the breeze, 
Enamel'd meads and ſtately quiv'ring trees; 
The bird“ with human laugh, the cawing rook, 
The ſprightly ſquirrel, and the babbling brook ; 
The vocal cuckoo, and the brilliant jay, 
Deck'd with the luſtre of reflected day; 
All, all combine to make the group complete, 
And give to Powiz rr, nature's faireſt ſeat. 


But let us ſearch the ſcene with nearer eyes, 
bi And range deſcriptive as new objects riſe. 3 
.- . 21 Full 


_ 
— n ©. 
* — - —— oo 2 


* *The woodpecket; no leſs diſtinguiſhed by the chearful peculiarity of his 
{ | tone, and beautiful plumage, than by the iking fitneſs of his organs for 
1 MERRY procuring food, 10 as to be the admired object of moſt naturaliſts who men- 
= tion him. 
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7 

Full then to fight from SexnrTHorN “ the gay, 1 
Alike the view from Hazwsr's ſloping way, \ 
With aſpect open to the riſing ray, } 
Stands 


* In this village was born and baptiſed, the 24th of October, 1675, 
the great Hebraiſt John Hutchinſon, well known in the literary world, and 
whoſe ſtrenuous and particular way of thinking, relative to the principles of 
the Moſaic Hiſtory, has attracted many diſciples, and eſtabliſhed him the 
founder of a ſect. His life is written by Robert Spearman, Eſq; 

There is an anecdote in the life of this perſon, which though it may carry in 
it ſome appearance of levity to relate, we hope to ſtand excuſed in that point, 
for its ſingularity. This author being viſited by Dr. Mead, that learned 
and humane Phyſician, in order to give his patient ſome flattering hopes 
of recovery, told him with a ſmile, that he would ſoon ſend him to his 
Moſes, meaning that he would enable him to purſue the ſubject upon which 
Hutchinfon was then writing. The ſick man, tenacious of life, and ima- 
gining the Doctor meant the boſom of Moſes, was ſo irritated at the ex- 
preſſion, that he diſmiſſed the Doctor, and never ſaw him afterwards. 

According to this author's cabbaliſtical notions, the root of all languages, 
and of all ſcience, was to be found in the Hebrew tongue and the ſacred 
writings. Thus, agreeable to his doctrine, it would follow, that the world 
muſt be of a cubical form, becauſe the ſcripture mentions the four corners 
of the earth, Neither are wanting thoſe who believe that the reſurrection 
Will happen in the valley of Jehoſaphat near Jeruſalem, as it is deemed by 
the ignorant Turks to be the middle of the earth, and conſequently moſt 
convenient for the final aſſembly; not conſidering that every exterior point 
of a ſphere is centrical in reſpect to ſurface, nor recollecting that Omnipo- 
tence 1s not confined to relative diſtance or menſuration, about where the 
dead ſhall ariſe. N 

Hutchinſon had a good heart and no incompetent head, but left the 
obvious road of interpretation, to ſeek bye paths, that he might be more in- 
geniouſly in the wrong. There was a ſhade in this perſon's character, from 
which, perhaps, in ſome degree, few authors are exempted. It ſeems to be 
implanted in human nature, for the wiſe purpoſe of not ſuffering our minds 
to ſtagnate and of exciting us to laudable purſuits. I mean the foible, 
vanity; but when it breaks forth in oral expreſſion, it becomes leſs excuſ- 
able. Such was the caſe before us, for when Hutchinſon was paſſing by the 
humble houſe of his nativity, after an abſence of years, and having acquired 
ſome fame, he pointed to the tenement, and bade his friend take notice of 
the place, as it might become the ſubject of much enquiry and veneration. 
Sir Ralph Fitz Randal, Lord of the Manor of Middleham (Reg. Hen. 8) 
had a manſon, now in almoſt obliterated ruins, at theeaſt end of Spenithorn, 
the ſmall remains of which, except the veſtige of a wreck contiguous to the 
high road, are converted into a farm houſe. 


F 


1 NA e e 


Stands high-plac'd Mippr'nau, mark'd with martial ſcars, 
The fatal record of inteſtine wars; . 443"*1V% 875 
ANEvil's pile, where CromwerL's rage we trace, 
In wounded grandeur, and expiring grace; 
Where Devaſtation holds her gloomy court, 
And boding birds on reſtleſs wing reſort ; 
While Cynthia pale glides o'er the dreary bound, 
And Fancy rears ideal terrors round, 
Sheds on the duſky mind portending forms, 
Of palſied walls and wrecks of ſweeping ſtorms; 
Of roving elves, with demons of diſmay, 
Nyrs d by the twilight of the mental day. 
Vet gainful is the ſcene, if right we ſtate 
"ts paſt aſpiring aims and penn me oO: 
Hence are we taught to curb life's vain career, 
When curſt Ambition taints the liſt'ning ear; 
Hence learn the golden mean, Contentment's plan, 
Which conſtitutes the ſolid bliſs of man; 
A ſpring whence lucid ſtreams unceaſing flow, 
In climes ſolſtitial and SizzrIA's ſnow; 
Grant me in purity and peace to live : 
Swell not, my ſoul! 'tis all the world can give. 


— 


+ The caſtle of Middleham, now in ruins, was built by Robert Fitz 
Randal, the third Lord of Middleham, and grandſon of Ribald, younger 
brother of Alan Ruſus Earl of Britanny and Richmond. 


At deſcended to the Nevilles, Earls of Weſtmoreland, Saliſbury, and © | 
Warwick. A family famous for their power, for the variety of their for- 1 
tune, and the ſingularity of their fate. One of them was ſlain in battle, 


another beheaded, and a third ſuffered mutilation, by the man whom he 
had injured, of which his lordſhip died. 
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To proſpects leſs ſedate we bend our way, 
And, in apt numbers, fitly would diſplay _ 
The terrac'd heights expanded to the ſun, 
Or velvet turf where panting courſers run; 
There bred and train'd, exulting in the chace, 
They win the ſplendid trophies of the race. 
Full to the point where firſt the meek-ey'd morn, 
Diſpenſing joy, on crimſon. wings is borne, 
Far, far extend your view, o'er Mowsrar's plain, 
Till diſtance curtains the remote domain; 
Diſtinctly, near, each preſſing image yields 
The fair idea of TugssaLIAx fields. 


Nor here ſhall Exerciſe remain unſung, 
Thou nurſe of ſtrength, kind patron of the young, 
Health's polar ſtar, by which we ſteady ſteer, 
Thro' all the changes of the varying year. 


No more the hov'ring hand, by TBxx reſtor'd, 
Shall coyly cull its pittance from the board; 


By Tus attun'd, by thy attractions led, 

No poppy's balm needs ſooth the ſleepleſs bed; 
No pen preſcriptive, fraught with LATIAN lore, 
Or ſkill imported from the Coan ſhore, 


Need plan the proceſs with important air, 


With fruitleſs pity, or with dubious care; 


The drug diſguſting ſhall the manſion fly, 
And Trov and Temperance the doſe ſupply. 


But 
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But each wiſe rule, the bliſs of health to reach, 
In ſterling ſtrains let muſing ARusT RON teach. 


Exalted LEV BURN next, with open arms, 
Due north, our moving obſervation charms; 
Where, from its rocky verge and ſylvan ſide, 
Moſt aptly rang'd in gay theatric pride, 
We view a lower world, where beauties ſpring, 
Tempting and fair as claſſic poets ſing; 
Woods, ſtreams, and flocks the vale's ſweet boſom grace, 


And happy Culture ſmooths her chearful face. 


Why need we want the ſhining ſpheres to know, 
How muſic charms, why ſpreads the heay'nly bow, 
While Gazxcravez's * piercing lore deſcries from far, 
Along the milky way, the tube-ſought ſtar; os 
Whoſe {kill can teach, whoſe candor will explain, 
Each diſtant wonder of URANTA's reign. | 


"Weſtward we move, till chaos-like appears, 
The quarry's fragment, of a thouſand years. 
Led by the bracing breezes of the plain, 
High PazsTow's tiſſu'd green we ſoon attain, 
Delighted ramble on the daſied mead, 
That ſprings elaſtic with the bounding ſeed. 

As But 
A gentleman reſiding at Leyburn, whoſe abilities in the mathematics, 


aftronomy, and their dependencies, are well known, far beyond the limits 
of this vale. | 


But ceaſe my ſteps, free feaſt the roving eye +3 
Here villas riſe, there martial ruins lie: 

No wiſh'd-for ſomething fitly to intrude, 

No want of frolic nature, pleaſing, rude, 

No bloomy ſoftneſs fondly to allure, 

Drawn from the ſmiling banks of eaſy Evrr, 
Nor temples pious, objects nobly bold, 

Need we deplore; the aggregate behold ! 


Now from her ſquatted bed, inclos'd or bare, 
With dext'rous evolutions ſtarts the hare: 
Where the ſtretch'd grey-hound in the curving courſe, 
Vies with the wind's accelerated force; 


+ Highly agreeable as the proſpect is from the terrace of Leyburn ſhaw] or 
wood, it undoubtedly yields to the view from Preſton-ſcar, at a ſtation from 
a point projecting over the village, near to the turnpike-road at Scarthnick. 

The advantage of this view, beſides its greater variety of objects, is like- 


wiſe that of its being moſt commodiouſly acceſſible to all kinds of carriages. 


The ſpectator has thence a full ſight of the Valley, of the caſtles of Mid- 
dlcham and Bolton, a glimpſe of the cataract of Ayſgarth, no leſs than eight 


villages and ſeven churches, moſt of which are ornamented with very hand- 


tome ſteeples. 
But indeed there is not an eminence which contributes to incloſe the Vale, 


but what can boaſt of the beauties of its ſituation, and with this ſuperiority 


too, above all other places I remember, that tho' equally fine with the Downs 
of Wilts or Dorſet for paſture and exerciſe in wet or dry weather, being 
upon a lime-ſtone, the country is highly diverſified with thoſe majeſtic irregu- 


larities of nature which never ſatiate. Add to this, that thoſe happy circum- 


ſtances of pleaſure and health, run parallel on the north and ſouth ſide of the 
Valley for many miles, attended with the richeſt paſtures, copious ſtreams, 
and good roads. 

Though Derbyſhire is reputed to be the leading County for remarkable 


and romantic proſpects, they ſeem to be more meaere, are leſs compounded. 


of the great and little, the cultivated and ruder parts of nature, with the 
intermixture of ruins, than what fall to the lot of this diſtrict. 


G Exerts 


OR, RURAL'CONTEMPLATIONS, ar 


i} 


1 
* 
* { 
* 
10 
4 
18 
1 
1 
444 ' 
af . 
1 
[ 
It 0 
6 | | 
| | | 
11 
+ b 
0 1 
nyt. 
i 
1 1 
* 
4 
1 
f 
11 
51 
of 
1. 
[I 
ſj 
17 
1 
489 
Wi 
1 
1 
a 
: 
ul 
1 
7 
4 
D { 
p } 
„ 
. 
1 
mY 
: 


— * 2 


| 
* 
4 
j 


— 


— 5 7 — — 
=Y X p 2 
2 - _ — — -- 


* 


—— — 


—— — 


* — — * * — N — — 
— — > - — — — 
8 * — — . — . — * — — — — _ — — — — . — 
Y 2 = 
a 12 2 — _— V - — — —ũ— — _ _ — = _ _ a 
- * 27 2 - — __ - —— - — — i - — — * — I 8 
3 — * . — — — — — — — — - 
— — hy — r — — — — —— — - — — — _ T 
7 — : — : — - 8 — == - 2 — - Jr = . < — — — wy * = 
2 - a4 _ PR wa - — 4 p n — * — Y __ 8 —S A" _—_ — - bs _ py — - — — — 
* 4 E — 5 2 —— my = — - k — 1 — <a © + — — — * * — * 
— — — — — — — — a — <4 — — 0 — — — — — _ — a — ———— - K —— — 5 = — — _ « — — — — 
— = — — — — ——p — — — — — q — — — — — — — — — — — L —C - = — _ - _ — — — 
* 


— — — 3 —— — 4 — 
— — " - > = 


22 4 WEN. 8 L E Y-D A L E:. 


Exerts each nerve in emulation's cauſe, - 
While judgement faulters to decide applauſe. 


Oppoſing motives urge the fierce career, 
Hope him impels, ſhe rapid flies with fear; 
While fear and hope one mingled ſcene ſupply, 
The victor and the vanquifh'd breathleſs lie. 
So ftrain the youths, proud of gymnaſtic fame; 
So ſtrove the heroes of th' Olympic game 
So ſpeed the poliſh'd courſers of the plain; 


So drives the ftorm impetuous o'er the main. 


Come, creſcent-nymph, full fraught with ſylvan lore, 
Nor bluſh to ſchool thyſelf on Aizon's ſhore. 
Hark ! how the cheering, loud, emphatic horn, 
Convenes the clam'rous pack to ſcent the morn; 
The tainted: tufts the riſing peal provoke, 

Till the mix'd clangor agitates the oak; 

The baſe-ton'd man, and ſhrill obſtrep'rous boy, 
Exulting fill the wide- ſpread notes of joy; 

The chearful notes far-echoing rocks rebound, 
And nerves accordant own the magic ſound ; 
Scarce leſs in pow'r the muſic of our chace, 


Than the fam'd ſtrains of ſoftly-tutor'd Tazace, 


Long time the folds Volpone with blood had ſtain'd, 
Long had the village of his ſpoils complain'd, Tr 


Long 
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Long deep diſmay had travets'd o'er the plain, 
Where deeds atrocious ſpoke the deſpot s reign. 
Scar'd by the tumult of promiſcuous cries, 

Sly from the brake the ſurtive prowler flies; 

An awful band with vengeful pomp purſues, 
And the bold times of Niugop's ſway renews; 
The diſtant rear a jovial van ſucceeds, 

While the wide welkin rings, the victim bleeds. 
No more his wiles ſhall innccence betray, 

Nor mangled fragments mark the caitiff's way: 
Rejoice ye flocks, applaud each glad'ning wing, 
Peace, Io Pæan! Io Pæan! ſing. 

Say tyrants, fay, by guilty paſſions bur! d, 

Who roll your thunders o'er a trembling world, 
Shall pow'r rapacious hope a better fate ? 

So far'd, fo juſtly fell, Roun's mighty ſtate ! 


But leave to SOMERVILLE the wreathed bays, 
K Nor dare, my Muſe, thy feeble voice to raiſe; 
H Low at his ſhrine Parnaſſian flow'rets ſtrew, 
Nor vainly ſtrive his footſteps to purſue. 
Unrival'd, he in claſſic chace to roam, 
Brings ev'ry rural pleaſure winged home; 
Where thought with thought contends i in ſocial ſtrife, 
Each word a ſcion ſhooting into life. 
Wide and more wide his lofty muſe expands, 
And every trophy of the Nine commands; 


For. 
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For thy lov'd ** accept, immortal ſhade i 
This artleſs tribute to thy merit paid. 


—— 


Alert, thou ſportive now the grouſe purſue, 
Of mingled brown, and variegated hue; 
With urging inſtin& filently beſet 
The latent captives of the wavy net; 

Or, quick as lightning, with exploſive force, 
Deadly arreſt their ſounding airy courſe; 
The fragrant breath of flow'ry heath inhale, 
That gently floats upon the fanning gale. 
Thy labors partly ſped, refreſhment near, 
Then lend to noontide calls a willing ear. 
Shou'd frowning ſkies portend a coming ſtorm, 
By ſome clear ſpring thy tented ſtation form; 
And yet for ſhade, Sor's beaming ray intenſe, .. 
We deem it prudent, * timely thus to fence; 
With mirth relax, nor from the vine refrain, 


That gives the pallid lymph a bluſhing ſtain. 


* To many who live in the ſouthern diſtricts of this kingdom, it may be 
neceſſary to explain, that the ſhooting of moor-game or gronſe, is a diverſion 
little known to the counties ſouthward of Yorkſhire and Derbyſhire. - It is an 
exerciſe much more laborious than the purſuit of partridge, of which ſeaſon, 
it has alſo the ſtart of about five weeks. As the ſcene of action is chiefly upon 
wild heaths, it is not unuſual for parties to encamp in the day- time to taks 
refreſhment, and ſecure themſelves from bad weather, to which the above de- 
ſcription alludes. The bird is larger than a Partridge, which in ſhape it ſome- 
what reſembles; is of a fine gloſſy variegated brown, with eyes encircled by 
a very bright ſcarlet- coloured membrane, and feathered legs and feet. 

The food of this bird conſiſts of bilberries, (the fruit of the vaccinium of 
the botaniſts), with the tops and flowers of the ling vr heath. Its fleſh is 
reputed to have the higheſt flavor of any Britiſh bird. 


Proceed, 


la 


' 
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Proceed, ye ſons of ſport, on this ſafe plan, 
Reject the foodful paſtime if you can. 

If nerv'd thy limbs, and fluſhing health thy boon, 
Sprightly as morn, and glowing as the noon, 
Aſſert your ſtrength, enjoy the weſtern ray, 
While loaded breezes round the pointers play. 

At eve review whatever labors pleaſe, 

And prove the luxury of toil and eaſe, 

Till Sleep, kind genial pow'r, demands his turn, 
And, vig'rous, ſtrings thee for returning morn. 


Lo! where the gliſt'ning ſtore?, diſclos'd to day, 
By chemic art, aſſume more potent ſway. 
Now in extended ſheets, ſecure the pile, 
Now lend the faded face, deluſion's ſmile; 
Now vaunting, mimic the carnation's bloom, 
The canvaſs ſwell, or gayly robe the room. 
Ah! were but theſe the uſes of the ore, 


Death leſs had triumph d on the Stygian ſhore : : 
The crimſon'd field, the horror-daſhing deep, 


Had not fo frequent made affliction weep. 


* The moor or waſtes are here replete with lead, and ſo bountiful 1s nature 
to this diſtrict, that after having fringed the more fertile part of the Valley 

with open and commodious paſtures for exercife and the chace, the, back 
ground of the country becomes no leſs valuable for its minerals, beſides af- 
fording plenty of peat, lime-ſtone and coals, for the accommodation and 
employment of its inhabitants. 

Here is alſo a beautiful ſpar which conduces not only to the more ready 
ſmelting of ore, but 1s applied to the forming of garden-walks. It is much 
eſteemed not only for its luſtre and binding quality, but being inimical to 


weeds. 
. H Say, 
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Say, BoLToN, ſay, lag of each ſparkling mine, 
For wealth upon diffuſive hills is thine, 
_ Whoſe mazy vales, their duty to expreſs, 
Bright tributes pour, Array'd in gayeſt dreſs; 
Where ſky-bound circles meaſure thy domain, 
And Alpine heights connect the glorious chain: 
Say, can this world, for thee ſo richly clad, 
Extended wide, another bleſſing add ? 
Added it hath-—the choiceſt prize in life, 
The crown of every bliſs, a tender wife, 
As morning fair, as downy zephir mild, 
In form a Joo, purity a child; 
Whoſe flowing pen the laurel'd Muſes hail, 
While every grace adorns the tuneful tale. 


Southward we move, where ſpreading groves declare 
The goodly manſon of the noble pair; 
Not modern trimm'd, yet ſtranger to decay, 
A pleaſing habitation we ſurvey. 
No tortur'd objects gothically bent, 
No fritter'd ſcenes, diſguſtful, here preſent; 
No lark can hail a more enchanting dawn, 
No curving ſwallow ſkim a brighter lawn; 
Streams, woods and hills, their vying charms impart, 
And, freſh from nature, nobly beggar art. 
Surrounded thus, well may the poet ſay, 
Abſent from thee, my vale, I've loſt a day.“ 

| Now 
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Now let our ſteps the verdant tracts purſue, 
And catch the paſſing objects full in view; 
Von myſtic windings of the hill pervade, 
The ample circus, or the open glade; 

Or devious ſaunter where the ſhady way 
Secludes the ſtorm, and Phœbus' piercing ray; 
Collect inſtruction from the throngs we ſee 
Thro' life ſagacious, in each plant and tree; 
With eye attentive rapturouſly trace, 

The various orders of the puny race, 
Whether they woo the cover or the gleam, 
Or nimbly navigate the ſwarming ſtream ; 
Whether along the lap of earth they ſtray, 
Or on light pinions ſteer their airy way; 
Mark how the ſap in ſlender tube aſcends; 
Where ſenſe begins, and vegetation ends; 
How nature works conſiſtent in her plan, 
From ſimple atoms up to complex man. 


Behold that arch, the glory of the ſky, 
Its vivid tints, inimitable dye; 
See fluid gems with gayeſt luſtre proud, 
The floating remnants of a weeping cloud. 
Say, who explain'd the nice-refracted ray, 
And brought forth darkneſs to the teſt of day; 
Who with ſagacious ken beſt underſtood, 
The ſtated motions of the whelming flood 


Or 


. 
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Learning's great boaſt, and Europs: s leading ſage. 
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Or how attraction ſo unerring ſteers, 

Thro' the vaſt void, variety of ſpheres ? 
NzewrToN ©! the lofty wonder of his age, 


Deceit 


7 * 


As the ſmalleſt anecdote. concerning fo. great an ornament to human 
nature, becomes amuſing, eſpecially in a character ſo uniformly ſtudious as 
his, I ſhall briefty relate what may not be ſo generally known, and therefore 
give the curious traveller an opportunity of beſtowing one tranſient glance 
upon the humble tenement where this illuſtrious man firſt ſaw that light 
which he ſo well defined, or the elegant ſituation where he reſigned his 
breath. 

The firſt is a farm-houſe at the little village of Woolſthorpe, conſiſting of 
a few meſſuages in the ſame ſtile of humility, about half a mile weſt from 
Colterſworth, on the great north road hetween Stamford and Grantham, 
known to every peaſant in the neighbourhood. 7, 

He died at lodgings in thatagreeablepartof Kenſington, called Pitt's Build- 
ings. His academic time was ſpent in Trinity College, Cambridge, where 
his apartments continue to be mentioned eum; on the ſpot, to age, 
with a degree of laudable exultation 

His principal town-houſe was in St. Martin s-Street, the corner of Long' $- 
Court, Leiceſter-Fields, where is yet ſtanding ; a ſmall SDice NY which Sir 


Iſaac built upon the. roof. 


His temper was ſo mild and equal that ſcarce. any accidents diſturbed it. 
One inſtance in particular, which is authenticated by a now- living witneſs, 
brings this aſſertion to a proof: That Sir Iſaac being called out of his ſtudy to 
a contiguous room, a little dog, called Piamond, the conſtant but incurious 
attendant of his maſter's reſearches, happened to. be left among the papers, 
and, by a fatality not to be retrieved, as it was in the latter part of Sir Iſaac's 
days, threw down a lighted candle; which conſumed the almoſt-finiſhed 
labors of ſome years. Sir Iſaac returning too late, but to behold the dreadful 
wreck, rebuked the author of it with an exclamation, (ad ſydera palmas) 
« Oh Diamond! Diamond! thou little noweſt the miſchief Je! “ with- 
out adding a ſingle ſtripe. 

The obſcurity in which Sir Iſaac Newton” 8 ee is involved, who only 
died A. C. 1926, makes it leſs a wonder that we ſhould be ſo little acquainted 
with the origin of the great characters of antiquity, or thoſe of later ages. 
The author of Biographia Philoſophica, has made Sir Ifaac Newton's father 
the eldeſt ſon of a baronet, and farther ſpeaks of the knight's patrimonial 
opulence; the contrary of which aſſertions, the teſtimony of his pariſh will 
fufficiently confirm, did not the account alone confute itſelf; for by con- 
ſequence Sir Iſaac would have had a hereditary title, which evidently was 

not 
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Deceit he knew not; bred in Nature's ſchool, 


He fathom'd depths with Nature's line and rule; 
The 


not the fact. This renowned philoſopher was indebted more to nature for 
the gifts with which ſhe had endowed him, than to the accidents of any great 
deſcent; a circumſtance, which adds, if poſſible, greater luſtre to the man, 
who, without the advantages of eminent birth, alliance, or fortune, attained 
the higheſt pinnacle of ſcientific fame. | | | 
" The little I have been able to collect of the family of this great man, by a 
diligent enquiry. both in and about his native pariſh, and among the very few of 
his furviving diſtant relations of half-blood, for none elſe remain, ſerves but 
to confute the many palpable errors committed by his biographers on this oc- 
caſion; moſt of whom, in copying each other, have erroneouſly made him 
deſcend from a baronet. It may be now time therefore, when the traces of 
truth on that ſubject are nearly loſt, briefly to preſerve ſome traits of his gene- 
alogy, which the inquiſitive reader may depend upon to have been carefully 
collected. 

Mr. John Newton, the father of Sir Iſaac, had a paternal eſtate in Woolſ- 
thorpe and the neighbourhood, of about fifty pounds a year. He was a wild, 
extravagant, and weak man, but married a woman of good fortune, His wife's 
name was Ayſcough, whoſe father lived in Woolſthorpe likewiſe, and was 
lord of that manor. The ſaid manor, with ſome other property, deſcended 
to Sir Iſaac, upon the death of his grandfather, Ayſcough. Sir Iſaac made 
ſome trifling purchaſes himſelf; and his whole eſtate in that neighbourhood, 
amounted at the time of his death to about 1ogl. per annum, which fell to 
the ſhare of his ſecond couſin, John Newton; who being diſſolute and illi- 
terate, ſoon diſſipated his eſtate in extravagance,. dying about the goth year 
of his age in 1737, at Colterſworth, by a tobacco-pipe breaking in his throat, 
in the act of ſmoaking, from a fall iñ the ſtreet, occaſioned by ebriety. 

The father of the above John, was alſo John Newton, a carpenter, after- 
wards game-keeper to Sir Iſaac, and died at the age of ſixty, in 1725. In 
the Rolls or Records, that are ſometimes read at the Court-Leets in Grant- 
ham, mention is made of an Ayſcough, who 1s ſtyled Gentleman, and 
Guardian and Truſtee to Iſaac Newton under age. | 

It is very certain that Sir Iſaac was a poſthumous iſſue, and had no full 
brothers or ſiſters; but his mother by her ſecond marriage with Mr. Smith, 
the Rector of North-Witham, a pariſh adjoining Colterſworth, had a ſon 
and two or three daughters—which iffue female afterwards branching by 
marriages with perſons of the names of Barton and Conduit, families of 
property and reſpectable character, partook, with the Smiths, of Sir-Iſaac's 
perſonal effects, which were very conſiderable. * = 1 

Sir Iſaac, when a boy, was ſometimes employed in mental offices, even to 


an attendance on the ſervant to open gates in carrying corn to Grantham- 
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The key of ſcience, Truth to Nxwrom lent, 
And bade him nobly range her whole extent: 
| The 


market, and watching the ſheep; in which laſt occupation, eexdlicion ſays, 
that a gentleman found him, near Woolſthorpe, looking into a book af the 
mathematical kind, and aſking ſome queſtions, perceived ſuch dawnings of 
genius, as induced him to ſolicit the mother to give her ſon an univerſity 
education, promiling to aſſiſt in the youth's maintenance at college if there 
was occaſion. But whether that neceſſity took place, is a point 5 not 
been able to determine. ä 

He lived a bachelor, and died in his 85th year, having, as a relation in- 
formed me, who quoted the authority of Sir Iſaac's own * never 
violated the laws of chaſtity. 

The houſe at Woolſthorpe has ſeemingly undergone little or no exterior 
alteration, fince the time it incloſed this great man, and continues to be 
viſited by the curious, who occaſionally paſs the Northern Road. 

There is extant a letter from Sir Iſaac, dated from Jermyn Street, where 
he ao lived, which I have read. It is now in the poſſeſſion of an inhabitant 
at Colterſworth, and deſcends by heirſhip, though the ſubject is only upon 
common pariſh- -buſineſs; a circumſtance which ſhews, how much the hum- 
ble owner, unconnected with the family or the ſcience of our philoſopher, 
venerates his character, even, as I have been informed, to his having re- 
ſiſted gold for the purchaſe of ſo apparent a trifle. 

A relation of the Knight, the late Rev. Mr. Smith of Linton, in Craven, 
Yorkſhire, left a ſmall ivory buſt of admirable workmanſhip, executed by 
that celebrated artiſt, Marchand, which from its elegance, ſimilitude and 
placid expreſſion, 1s truly valuable. It is ſaid to have coſt Sir Iſaac one 
hundred guineas, and is ſpecified in an authentic inventory of his effects, 
taken by virtue of a commiſſion of appraiſement in April 1727, now in my 
poſſeſſion. It appears that his perſonal eſtate amounted to 318210. 166. 109. 
which was diſtributed among eight relations, Sir 1/aac dying inteſtate. He 
had alſo an acquired farm or eftate at Baydon, Wilts, but of no great annual 
value. It likewiſe appears, as a proof of his benevolence, that he was not 
an oppreſſive landlord, ſince at his death, there was owing him by one 
tenant 60g. for three years rent, and by another, for two years and a half, a 
ſmaller ſum. It may not be impertinent to mention our philoſopher's ward- 
robe and cellar, which in the valuation, ſtand thus.—Item, wearing apparel, 
woollen and linen, one filver hilted ſword and two canes, 8. 35. Item, 
in the wine vault, a parcel of wine and cyder in bottles, of 165. 64. 
The furniture and luxuries of his houſe bearing nearly the like proportion, 
his library excepted, which conſiſted of 2000 volumes and 10⁰ weight of 
pamphlets. 

Since 


| 


%. 
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The delegated truſt ſhe warm approv'd, 
When Heaven reſum'd- the ſoul it form'd and-low'd. 


Of Repwire's mining town how ſhall we ſing? 

The circling verdure and its healing ſpring 
E Are all the rooted peaſant's native tale, 
| Who ne' er tranſgreſs'd the barrier of his vale, 
| His vulgar thoughts to narrow views confin'd, 
Nor genius charms, nor arts expand his mind; 
Simply he thinks the cloud-inveſted mounds, | 
Contain the compaſs of the world's vaſt bounds: _ 
Yet to the peaſant's rude unpoliſh'd hand, _ 
Owe we the faireſt ſtructures of the land: 
On his ſtrong baſe is built the Doric dome, 
From him ariſe the textures of the loom; 
As heavy weights the finer ſprings impel, 
So, with toil's eftorts, nobler minds excel. 


Thron'd in athletic ſtate, ſuperbly ſtands 
The graceful caſtle midſt luxuriant lands; 
e Hiſtoric 


Since the publication of my notes in the firſt edition of this piece, the 
curioſity of the public has been excited to enquire more particularly for 
anecdotes relative to this exalted perſon. Beſides the remarks made on this 
ſubject in our biographical books, and otherwiſe diſperſed among his 
eulogiſts, the reader is referred to the Gent. Mag. for the month of Novem- 
ber 1772, for a genealogical table of the family, and other matter, collected 
by a good hand from the papers of the late curious Dr. Stukeley, whoſe 
great partiality for our author, initiated him early into the ſervice, of 
being Sir Iſaac's memorialiſt. Some particulars are alſo given in the annual 

regiſter for the year 1772, under the ſignature of J. H. where a ſmall cir- 
cumſtance advanced by myſelf, is rather doubted; but, amicus Plato, &c. 
A reference to the above- mentioned periodical works, might contribute to 
enrich the future biography of this great man. The reader will excuſe this 
digreſſion and alſo our attempt to commemorate the modeſt dwelling of 


2 which the philoſophic eye may prefer to the proud palace of Ver- 
allles. | f 
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Hiſtoric Bol ro, thro' paſt ages fam' d, 

Now. by the line of ducal Powixrrs claim'd, 
Where erſt the wealthy'Scrorss in ſtate ſojourn'd, 
And Scotland” J Queen | in tragic durante mourn'd. 


2 


Here pauſe my aſe: nor ſtop the riſing gh, 


Nor yet the forming tear from Sorrow's eye; 'E 


Farewel | Mirth's roſy train, inſpiring bowl, 

The feſtive welcome, and dilated ſoul : 

Tis here reflection plumes her moral lay, 

And ſets contraſting ſhades in juſt array. 

Ah, chang'd indeed! ah; how Tevers'd | condole, 
Ye mocking echoes, and the wild wind's howl. 
What can Ambition's ſwelling domes avail, 

When Time's corroding fangs their walls aſſail! 
Hence let this ſcene, this mournful ſcene, impart 
One uſeful leſſon to the virtuous heart, 2 


How 


* Bolton cattle; where Mary Queen of Scots was impriſoned in 1568. 
It was built remarkably ſtrong and high; the weſt part of which is now in- 
habited by two principal tenants, and in good repair. The form is quadran- 
gular. The eaſt and north ſides are now moſtly in ruins, which make 
a fine object of termination from the avenues in the woods, nor leſs a com- 


manding ſubject for the deſcriptive arts. The patent for its erection, now 


under my eye, agreeable to the brevity of law inſtruments in early times, is 


included in one hundred and twenty-ſeven words, and granted to Richard le 


Scrop chancellor, bearing date the 4th of July in the third year of Richard 
the firſt, A. C. 1191. | 
Leland, ſays, that it was eighteen years in building; wid that-the charge 
was annually 1000 marks, (in all 1 2000l.). The Caſtle was taken by Oliver 
Cromwell, being defended by a detachment of the Richmondſhire militia. 
Emanuel, Lord Scroope, Earl of Sunderland, who died without male 


iſſue, was the laſt of this ancient family that inhabited the caſtle. This 
Nobleman was preſident of the commiſſion held at York, in the time of 
Charles the Iſt, and is mentioned by Howell, who was ſecretary to his Lordſtup. 
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OR, RURAL CONTEMPLATIONS. 33 


How human ken to deſtiny is blind, 
And that man's works leave not a wreck behind.“ 


Enough of woe then turn we to behold 
Creation's ampler works, aſpiring, bold. 
See beacon'd PRN HILL, view it ſtately rife, 
Whoſe ſcaling altitude invades the ſkies; 
Go, climb its brow, its airy tracks explore, 
Where breezes wanton from the weſtern ſhore; 
Fondly ſurvey fair CLEvELanD's diſtant ftrand, 
And golden DoRHAu's terminating land. 
The eye deſcending now o'er PENUIII's baſe, 
We decent WirTow's pleaſing. proſpects trace. 


It appears that Mary Queen of Scotland was removed from Carliſle to 
this place. That her ſtay here was under two years, and that ſhe was ſuit- 
ably guarded by Sir Francis Knolles and others, under the farther in- 
ſpection of Lord Scrope. Her confinement was not cloſe, being permitted 


to ride occaſionally; and tradition reports, that ſhe once attempted” her 
eſcape through a wood in the neighbourhood, at Leyburn, by a road which 


retains the name of the Queen's Gap. The apartment ſhewn' at the caſtle 
as her bed chamber muſt impreſs every beholder with pity for the penſive 
ſituation of the royal priſoner, - which imagination exaggerates, in aſſo- 
ciating with it the idea of her perſonal charms. It was here that the Duke 
of Norfolk (allied to the Scropes) firſt made his fatal overtures, which 
raiſing ſuſpicion, may have contributed to' her removal hence to Tutbury 
in Staffordſhire. 1 | 5 
Biſhop Gibſon, by a miſtake eaſily committed, has made, in his Camden, 
the village of Bolton the birth place of Henry Jenkins; whereas it is at 
Ellerton, near Bolton, on the Swale, at leaſt 16 miles diſtant. Accounts of 
this remarkable veteran have been frequently publiſned with his epitaph, 
written by Dr. Chapman, maſter of Magdalen College, Cambridge, be- 
ginning “ Bluſh- not marble.” The monument within the church of Bolton, 
and the pillar without, were erected by ſubſcription in the neighbourhood: 


K = Here 


* 0 
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Here fleecy troops adorn the floping green, 


There grouping herds diverſify the ſcene; 


Now waves voluptuouſly the pregnant blade, 


With BoLron's ſwelling woods of deeper ſhade; 
While the gay buck, as of his honors vain, 
Aſſerts the empire of his native plain 

In rank ſupreme among the brutal race, 

When ſ{moaks his haunch, or he inſpires the chace. 
Laſt in the view, wild ſurgy mountains lie, 


That blend their diftant ſummits with the ſky. 


But now, O Avscarxru *] let my rugged verſe; 
The wonders of thy cataracts rehearſe. | 
Long 


The romantic ſituation of the handſome church of Ayſgarth,, on an emi- 
nence, ſolitarily overlooking theſe cataracts of the Eure, wonderfully heightens. 
the pictureſque idea of this unuſual ſcene; nor is there any place, that I know,, 
more happily adapted to inſpire the ſoothing ſentiments of elegy,. than this.. 
The decency of the ſtrufture within and without, its perfect retirement, the- 
rural church-yard, the dying ſounds of water, amidſt wood and rocks, 
wildly intermixed, at a diſtance, with the variety and magnitude of the ſur- 
rounding hills,, concur greatly to encreaſe the awfulneſs of the whole. Bur 
ſome late admirable productions, in the Elegiac ſtrain, impoſe an utter ſilence 
on me, did the nature of my ſubje& admit of any ſuch an attempt. 

In approaching the falls that are above bridge from the road on the north 
fide, on which it always ought to be viſited, you have the ſingular advantage 
of ſeeing them through a ſpacious light arch, which, from the obliquity of 
the highway, preſents the river, at every ſtep you advance, in many pleaſing 
attitudes, till you mount the crown of the bridge, and take the whole in one 
beautiful groteſque view. e 
Me may add to this elegant circumſtance another incident in character, that 
the concave of the bridge is embelliſhed by hanging petrifactions, and its airy: 
battlement happily feſtooned with ivy; near, on the right hand of. the road, 
attends a ſloping wood, on the left is Ayſgarth ſteeple, magically, as it were 
emerging from a copſe, while the cloſing back ground of the view is an aſ- 
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OR, RURAL-CONTEMPLATIONS. 35 


Long ere the toiling ſheets to view appear, 
They ſound a prelude to the pauſing ear. 
Now in rough accents by the pendent wood, 
Rolls in ſtern majeſty the foaming flood; 

| Revolting eddies now with raging ſway, 

To Avs6arTa's ample arch incline their way. 


Playful 


ſemblage of multifarious ſhrubs, ever-greens, projecting rocks, and a gloomy 
cave. „ 1 5 | 19 80 

The water falling near half a mile upon a ſurface of ſtone, worn into in- 
finite irriguous cavities, and incloſed by bold and ſhrubby cliffs, is every 
where changing its face, breaking forth into irregular beauties till it forms 
the grand deſcent called the Force. —The late learned traveller Dr. Pococke, 
whole ſearchrafter the ſublime and marvellous. brought him to this part, was 
faid to own, with exultation, that theſe cataracts exceeded thoſe in Egypt, 
to which he was no ſtranger. 

There is yet an object ſeldom ſeen but by thoſe who narrowly ſeek amuſe- 
ment, and even little known in the neighbourhood. This demands our note 
(for our deſcription. it cannot have) upon a rivulet at Heaning, diſtant about 
two miles from theſe falls of the Eure. | 

This curious fall of water runs into a low ſteep gill,, which is difficult of 
acceſs, and when viewed from the bottom, the ſtream appears like a ſilver 
chain, whoſe higheſt link ſeems connected with the clouds, deſcending 
through a diſplay of hovering branches and. ſhading, foliage, which, in 
proportion to the thick or thinner weaving of the boughs, now burſts, 
and then twinkles,. in a manner moſt amazingly captivating. In a few 
words,, the moſt copious language mult fail in any attempt to deſcribe its 
unutterable charms, when ſeen at a ſeaſon to allow it a force of water. 

Many ſcenes of entertainment of the like kind offer themſelves, but of a 
much inferior claſs, on the Eure and its tributary ſtreams, eſpecially towards 


its ſcource, ſuch as thoſe of Bowbridge, Hardrow Foſs, Whitfeild, and Mill 


Gills near Aſkrig, and Foſs Gill in Biſhopdale,. which, however capitally 
pleaſing they might prove in any other part, appear diminiſhed when put in 
compariſon with thole already remarked.. | 

The ſcenery of rock and hanging ſhrubs, which accompanies the caſcade. 
at Hardrow, is truly magnificent. In the memorable froſt of 1739, the 
water formed a ſurpriſing column or iceicle, which attracted many perſons 
from remote diſtances to ſee it, meaſuring in height go feet, and as much. 
in circumference. | 


38 WEN S L EVD AL E= 


Playful 104 flow the curling circles move, 

As when ſoft breezes fan the waving Grove; 

Till prone again, with Tumult s wildeft roar, 
Recoil the billows, reels the giddy ſhore; 

Daſh'd from its rocky bed, the winnow'd ſpray 
Remounts the regions of the cloudy way, 

While warring columns fiercer combats join, 

And mae the n, "yy thund' ring ſcene divine. 


Thus 1 EvuRs; fo Youre! 1 fre 
Pourtrays the fury of Bos isis' ire: 
Where fall the ſounding cataracts of Nilx, 
The mountains tremble, and the waters boil, 
c Like them I ruſh, like them my fury pour, 
ce And give the future world one wonder more. 
Thus man, the harpy of his own content, 

With bluſt' ring paſſions, phrenſically bent, 
Wild in the rapid vortex whirls the foul, 
Till reaſon burſts, impatient of control. 


But now the wavy conflict tends to peace, 
And jarring elements their tumults ceaſe, = 
Placid below, the ſtream obſequious flows, 
And filent wonders how fell Diſcord grows. 
So the calm mind reviews her tortur'd ſtate, 


| Reſuming reaſon. for the cool debate. 
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OR, RURAL CONTEMPLATIONS. 37 
So leflons Eve * : a hapleſs exile, ſhe, 
Proſcrib'd her realm, unleagued with the fea; 


Not ſo the T1ser of imperial Rows, 
Not ſo the fam'd Scamanver's milder doom. 


* The River Eure, Ure, or Yore, as it is differently named, ariſes from a 
mountain, called Cotter, the extremity of the north-welt part of Yorkſhire, 
which hill divides that country from Weſtmoreland. The river having 
paſſed near the market-towns of Aſkrig, Middleham, Maſham, Ripon, and 
Boroughbridge, terininates at the diitance of a few miles, and loſes its 
name in the Ouſe, there little better than a rill, near the village of Ouſe- 
bourn, whoſe waters paſs through York, and at length fall into the river 
Humber. 

So pleaſing a river as the Eure, being cancelled by the Ouſe in its far- 
ther progreſs, that river which dignifies the ſcenes of Wenſley-Dale and 
Hackfall, is a circumſtance that provokes the poet's ire and exclamation. - 
At what period this reform took place, we have not been able to determine; 
but there 1s a ſtrong preſumption that the river which now waſhes the walls 
of York, was anciently called Eure or Yore, whence the city ſeems to have 
received its name, the county being called in domeſday-book Eurevickſcire. 
Hence Eure-wick, Yore-wick, or the town upon. the Eure. 

It 1s not the purpoſe of theſe ſheets to preſent a hiſtory of Wenſley-Dale; 
but I muſt pay a tranſient reſpect to an edifice in the Valley, of great an- 
tiquity, called Nappa, being noticed by Leland and other ſucceeding hiſ- 
torians, which, by the termination, favors a conjecture of its being of Ro- 
man origin, It belongs to William Weddell, Eſq; and is ſituated under 
a Crag, in all the gloomy privacy of monaſtic taſte, having embraſures upon 
the top, which give it a military air, in the bow and arrow ſtyle, but muſt 
have been intended only for ornament, as the building wanted both ſtrength 
and ſituation for defence, being ſmall and liable to be commanded from an 
overlooking cliff, even by the impotent weapons of attack in the days of 
its erection. However, there is character and plantation enough about the 
houſe, always to command the ſtranger's eye, and lead the traveller to en- 
quire after ſome account of the place. 

This was the ſeat of the Metcalfs, a very ancient family, of which 
Camden makes honourable mention. The laſt heir of this family was 
Thomas Metcalf, Eſq; barriſter, a moſt excellent magiſtrate, a man of 
amiable qualities, and an ornament to his country. 

He lived at Nappa, preferring rural tranquility to the war of words and 
the buſtling ſcenes of life, dying a bachelor, 1756, in the 71ſt year of his 


2 | Fly 


age. 


. WE Ns L E v DALE: 


Fly, F olly, fly, whoſe inauſpicious frown 

In evil hour ſedue'd my Eunxz's renown. 

The ApRIAT IO faithful clafps her Po, 

The ThAuzs and SuaN NON s ſtreams ſecurely flow; 
Why then, O Eunx, thy natal rights retain ? 
Why are thy waves forbid to join the main? 
Preſumption ſtrange ! ſhall drawling Qusz rebel, 
That winds her {edgy courſe from turbid cell ? 
Shall ſhe uſurp the empire of thy flood, 

And mix with thine, contaminated blood? 
Forbid it Fates, forbid it all ye train, 

That guide the ſtreams or rule the briny main. 


As well might Francs diſpute our naval fame, 


Or hawks aſſociate with the trembling game; 
Sooner Mar1a's radiance ceaſe to pleaſe, 
Poets grow rich, or Pain accord with Eaſe , 
Impartial Juſtice deal alike their fate, 

Who ſap a country, or who fave a ſtate; 
Sooner ſhall ſocial Crows contract his heart, 
Or ceaſe a day good humor to impart 

As ſoon juſt Daxsy ſhall relinquiſh ſenſe, 
Or polith'd DazLingGToN create offence, 

To forfeit truth a CaupEN meanly deign, 
Or ſcience languiſh in a Gzorce's reign; 


. Sooner ſhall Virtue prove an empty name; 


Than we the honors of the Eu diſclaim. 


Come then, pure ſtream, the pureſt of the throng, 
Come, and adorn my tributary ſong. 


Prepare, 


* 1 ˙ T •¹— r = Hoe 
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And health high circling mantled in her cheek, 
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Prepare, ye nymphs, prepare the tepid wave, 
And let CLEORA there ſecurely lave. 

Be ſtill thou North, be huſh'd thou peeviſh Eaſt, 
CLeoka bathes, CLRORA forms the feaſt. 

Let no rude breezes on thy boſom. dance, 
Nor undulations break the ſmooth expanſe. 
Ye maſking willows of the cloſe receſs, 

Be Virtue's guard, and lend the veiling dreſs. 
Now looking round ſhe quits her looſe attire, 
The ſcaly tribes with one accord admire, 
The conſcious ſtream dividing to embrace, 
Claſps the coy panting prize in all her grace, 
Tranſparent cover'd how enchanting ſhine, 


The lovely-model'd limbs of ſhape divine ! 


As Damon ſleeping midſt the foliage lay, 
Lull'd by the warblers of each hov'ring ſpray, 
His dreams, the heralds of his future hour, 
Had rang'd exſtatic thro' each Cyprian bow' r. 
Damon, the blitheſt lad of rural youth, 

The ſpotleſs tranſcript of untainted truth, 

Saw quick approaching from the radiant morn, 
In azure veſt on downy æther borne, | 
A matchleſs form; her paſſion-darting eye, 
Eclips'd the brightneſs of. Italia's ſky, 


The loves attractive ſhone in bluſhes meek, 


Her 
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Her every ſtep, her attitude and air, 

Ineffable, confeſs'd the heavenly fair; 

Near and more near the beauteous form advanc'd, 
Stole on his ſoul in Pleaſure's zenith tranc'd, 
Till by the genius of the ſhade appriz'd, 


He woke, and found the viſion realiz'd. 


The fair retires, unconſcious of the view, 
Nor aught ſhe wiſh'd, nor aught of love ſhe knew. 
Each pore pervaded, ſoon a beech he ſought, 
And on Its s yielding bark eſſay d his thought. 


© Go, paris lines, die the lovely 4 
That yonder on the flow ry turf is laid, 

Go tell—but, Language, 'tis beyond thy art, 
To ſpeak the poignant feelings of my heart. | 
Go tell—ah! Goddeſs, deign my mind to gueſs, 
Nor farther urge, in pity, my diſtreſs; 
Come Love, thou parent ſoft of hope and fear, 
Thou meek beguiler of the circling year, 
That gild'ſt the deſert, animat'ſt the pole, 
© And ſpread'ſt thy potent empire o'er the whole; z 
Come, aid the vent'rous ſwain ſucceſs to try, 
Entreat one warbling boon of Melody.” 
As turns. the bark each ſhifting breeze to ſave, 
So ply'd the youth, and theſe inſtructions gave. 
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< Haſte, envied thruſh, that charm'ſt the car, 
Where woodbines fragrant twine, 


High perch with muſic's melting air, 
And votive hail yon ſhrine. 


© Convey each chought my throbbing PETY 
* Deſpairingly ſuſtains, 

© Bid ſweet CLRORA give me reſt, 
And kindly eaſe my chains. 


© Compaſſion to the fair belongs, 
Thy wooing art employ, 

Impreſs her with prevailing longs, 
Or farewel ev'ry joy. 


The pilgrim thus, worn down with woe, 
© Implores ſome ſacred maid, 

© That ſhe wou'd graciouſly beſtow, 

Her . aid. 


© The pray r is heard, life ſprings. a-new, 
And hope elates his ſoul, 

The toil now leſs'ning to the view, 
He gains the diſtant goal. 


Who can deſcribe? ſpeak, ye compeers in love, 
Ye lone frequenters of the nodding grove ; | 
+ 14:4 tb . Paint, 
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Paint, if ye can, how ſoft perſuaſion hung 
On the ſweet accents of the minftreFs tongue. 
As ſtands the ſailor when in awful hour, 

The winds tempeſtuous o'er: the ocean pour; 


In ſuch ſuſpence remain'd the timid ſwain, 


While mute he liſten'd to the ſuppliant ſtrain. 


Inſpir'd at length, himſelf the fair addreſs'd ;, 


The yielding fair ä _ oft requeſt. 


Should theſe mild heads "Os t haply prompt — 
Or gently ſtir my STREPHON's native fire; 
O!] let Him come, and Pan's:calm moments ſhare, 
With faithful friendſhip's ſuperadded care ; 
Wiſely with taſte each jocund day prolong, 
In mental banquet, ever willing ſong ; 
Here woo fair peace, here quit all ardent ſtrife, 
Deaf to each ſyren vanity of life; 
Happy to catch amuſement, and explore,. 


The wond'rous ſecrets of great Nature's ſtore ; 


Make this the point where mutual wiſhes meet,, 
And calmly. reſt at length our weary feet. 


Anchor'd at WENSLEVY, I no phantoms court, 
My paſtime authors, and my buſineſs ſport. - 
Not that my fancy ſtarts no chearful change, 
For to the friendly dome I love to range, 


With heart at eaſe of local pleaſures ſhare,. 


Mix in the group, or ſaunter with. the fair. 


And 


f F 
- 
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And ſhou'd ſome rankling arrow darkly glance, 
Shot by the fool, by. envy, or by chance, 
As ATLas firm, unvarying to the: end, 
Do Thou my ſoul on Rectitude depend. 
So ſhall the pointed ſteel innoxious fall, 
And virtue rife triumphant. over all. 


ay 


But ſhall my Vas alone engage the bard, 
Nor Ezor's ſons, nor ALs1on's praiſe be heard ? 
Riſe, Fancy, riſe, O! nurſe the darling theme! 
While Truth illumes it with her native beam. 
And Trov, my land, a point amidſt the whole, 
«© Thou little body with a mighty ſoul,” 

All hail, BarraxxIA, paragon of ifles | 

Where learning triumphs, facred freedom ſmiles; 
Where perſecution. ceaſes to: alarm, 

Where but the guilty feel thy potent arm. 

By Ocean zon'd, thou can'ſt the world defy, 
While arts commercaal all thy wants ſupply. 


Seek we for honor at a ſource that's clear, 
In thy fam'd ſtate, behold, there bright appear 
A SaviLz firm in each important truſt, 

And princely LasczLLts,. reſolutely juſt... 

Nor time abates their warmth: of patriot-ſtrite, 
In ſenates found, unſtain'd in. private life. 
Go, ſon, each parent ſays, and catch their zeal, 
Like them unceaſing ſerve the public weal 


Like 


Like them, indignant ſpurn each low deſire, 

By their example form thy future fire. 1 

Too great the ſoaring taſk |—then ſnatch one ray, 

To light thy ſteps through life's leſs cultur'd way. 
Shou'd aught of eloquence thy boſom warm, 

Or Roman diction in the Foxum charm, g 

Hear then a WRDDERBURNE the law expound, 

And mark the liſt' ning audience rang'd around. 

Mark too his calm addreſs, his ſenſe refin'd, 

The graceful climax and expanded mind; 

The lucid period with conviction fraught, 

And language ſtagger from the force of thought. 

Poſſeſſed of him, why need we TurLLy name ? 

Since WEDDERBZURNE and TULLY are the ſame. 

A ſource himſelf, where ATazns, Lariuu, ſhine, 

And all the charms of elegance combine. 


It ſoft perſuaſion, unaffected grace, 

With love extended o'er the human race; 

If learning, truth, or glowing zeal invite, 

See them in candid ELy all unite. 

See them add luſtre to the ſacred lawn, 

Smile on the needy, on the friendleſs, dawn. 

When merit pines, alert each want to ſcan, 

Steps forth the prelate, patron, and the man. 
ö | | Yes, 
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Yes, Deu1a, yes, domeſtic worth is thine, 
For thee the Virtues ſhall the chaplet twine, 
On thee the honors of the Muſe await, 
Superior pattern in the nuptial ſtate. 
Now thrice twelve years, unknowing what was ſtriſe, 
Jointly we've trod the ſocial path of life. 
Progreſlive ſeen the human tendrils ſhoot, 
Play round the ſtem and ripen into fruit. 
With rapture ey'd the ſmiling graces grow, 
And taught the liſping accents how to flow; 
While of their ſportive triumphs we partook, 
And trac'd prophetic ſemblance in each look. 
Hail happy times! nor ſhall reflection ceaſe, 
Wiſely to live paſt days of love and peace 
When {ſweetly roving firſt on reaſon's chart, 
We mark'd each tender feeling of the heart. 


Safe in the haven of conſoling reft, 
We ſip from ev'ry hour nectareous zeſt; 
Pluck from the graceful roſe its irkſome thorn, 
And make our evening chearful as the morn. 
O grant! benignly grant! ye Powers divine! 
The ſolid bleſſing long to call thee, mine. 
And when that day, that awful day ſhall come, 
When Paon-ſkill no longer waves our doom; 
On ſome kind ſtone, perchance, the ſculptor's art, 
May to the reader, theſe faint words impart : 


N | Then 
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Then may our names, as now our hearts, entwine, 
Be thus remember'd in one common line: 

„ Here reſt the relicks of a nymph and ſwain, 

« Who equal ſhar'd life's pleaſure and its pain. 


Beneath yon roof, with mantling ivy ſpread, 
By Peace, by Virtue, and Contentment led, 
There dwells a man, within whoſe gentle breaſt 
Life's ſcatter'd bleſſings permanently reſt. 

Nor faſt he thinks Time's fleeting moments flow, 
Nor moves the ſliding ſand one grain too ſlow. 

A partner kind each duteous look diſplays, 
While pratling cherubs chear his rolling days, 
The ſcythe's full ſwath, the fickle's graſp ſecur'd, 
And with each comfort of the year immur'd; 

His dog at eaſe, the cat demurely wiſe, 

His flocks robuſt, and abſent all diſguiſe, 
At eve returning from the pregnant field, 

Bleſt in whate'er domeſtic pleaſures yield: 

The faggot brought, produe'd the wholeſome fare, 
He gives to Winter's blaſts devouring Care. 

As humor prompts him, and his gains prevail, 
Eager each ear to catch the coming tale, 

He tells in wonted ſtrain the day's exploit, 

And thus with ruſtic glee contracts the night. 
The ſocial ev'ning paſt, he reſts his head, 
Where friendly ſlumbers ſhade his humble bed. 
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What tho” no pomp ſalutes his opening eyes, 

Yet toil, ſweet toil, the ſoothing down. ſupplies; 

Early he breathes the ſalutary hour, | 

Now carrols loud, now weaves the ſhelt'ring bow'r ; 

Approves his lot however lowly caſt, 

And gratetul ſhares of nature's plain repaſt; 

Nor ſtoops to know how kings their ſceptres wield, 

A cot his palace, innocence his ſhield. 

ft bleak the wind, or the world dreary lies, 

His earneſt labor mocks the chilling ſkies, 

While timely cares repel invading ſnows, 

And the firm heart. with double ardor glows. 

His ſimple food, the pledge of roſy health, 

Secures his joy, ſupplies the want of wealth, 

Thus circumſcrib'd, he nothing more purſues, 

Nor aſks one other good to cloſe his views, 
Till Time the vital fluid ſlowly ſtops, 

And mellow, like autumnal fruit, he drops. 
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Periſh the meanneſs of exulting pride, 
That idly wou'd ſuch bounded aims deride. 
Let Folly ſhout, let Vanity aſſume, 

Her pert grimace, her ever-nodding plume ; 
Let Diſſipation and her giddy train, 

The gaudy meteors of a ſickly brain, 

On wings of Icarus diſporting fly, 

Till, victims in the gay purſuit, they die, 


W ENS LEV D AL E: 


He then whoſe heart ſuch ſcenes as theſe can move, 

Still may he lead the peaceful life I love; 

Still, undiſturb'd, the grateful ſtate enjoy, 

Where changeful eaſe and buſineſs never cloy ; ; 

A fertile farm, a houſehold debonair, 

From debt exempt, nor plagu'd with ſordid care; 
The bearded field, the udder-ſwelling plain, 

Some fleecy bleaters, and a fit domain 

For winter's forage; if the glebe be cold, 

Manure to warm it from the teeming fold; 

While by ſuch care with glowing heart he ſpies, 

A new creation from his labors riſe : 

Brown ale, to gain kind Hopes's ſcraping thanks; 

For friends, the ruddy ftream from Douso's banks; 

A few good ſteeds to work, or ride for air, 

Or ſometimes gently draw the tender fair : 

The cordial viſit, and the dry-wood flame, 

Aſſociates lively, and the courteous dame, 

To rear the honors of connubial love, 

While ſoftneſs Joins each leſſon to improve. 

Theſe, theſe are mine, nor want my wiſhes ſtil] 

Stores in reſerve, the ſubjects of my will. 

Around my barn the pamper'd pullets fly, 

And crowded ſtreams the finny race ſupply; 

Contiguous meads the titled loin aftord, _ 

And willing ſervants tend my vail-leſs board. 

Shou'd the laps'd hour an inſtant diſh demand, 

Or caſual gueſt quick urge the practis 'd hand, 
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Suſpended high, the ready flitch deſcends, 
And the warm egg, luxurious feaſt ! attends. 
PomoNna's gifts in fair ſucceſſion flow, 

Freely my bees the luſcious balm beſtow, 
While Frora gayly ſmiling tempts my lay, 
And friendly converſe crowns the feſtive day. 
In home-rais'd pleaſures thus, devoid of ſtrife, 


Softly in ſocial eaſe, glides rural life. 


But Rill, if gratitude no tribute brings, 

Nor piety to heaven its rapture wings; 

If truth's ſtrong cement ſhould e'er ceaſe to bind, 
Nor wiſdom's precepts occupy the mind; 

Still if within, no yielding ſtate of foul 

Receives the ſoft impreſſion of the whole, 

Earth's richeſt produce unadmir'd will riſe, 

Unheard the lark will warbling mount the ſkies; 
In vain the ſoothing murmurs of the rills, 

In vain the lowings eccho'd from the hills; 

The muſe will fruitleſs ſound the pleaſing ſtrain, 
And ev'ry hope of ſolid : Joy prove vain, 


. r 
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IN our ſurvey of this diſtrict of amuſement and curioſity, we cannot omit 
Tome remarks neceſſary to illuſtrate and conclude the whole, eſpecially as 
the Dale contains many ſubjects of eminence which have occaſionally exer- 
ciſed the pen and pencil of the ingenious. In that capital work, the Britiſh 
Antiquities, by Mr. Groſe, are exhibited two views of Middleham Caſtle, 
a view of the ruins of Jarvis or Joreval Abbey, two of Bolton Caſtle, one 
view of Wenfley Church and Bridge, and one of the Bridge. at Ayſgarth, 
with ample deſcriptions. This judicious author and- antiquary has alſo. 

+ TS given 
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given us two plates of the remains of Coverbam Abbey in the adjoining Valley 

of the ſame name. We are likewiſe favoured with a deſcriptive ſketch of 
te country, and a plate of Ayſgarth Force, by Mr. Pennant in his tour to 
Scotland, in his uſual lively manner. 

An engraving of Bolton Houſe, is to be ſcen | in the Repertory publiſhed _ 
by Godfrey, Long-Acre, 1775, and a fine perſpective view of the houſe 
and environs, from a drawing of that accurate maſter, P. Sandby, engraved 
by M. A. Rooker, publiſhed in the Copper Plate Mag. 1775, and fold by 
Kearſly, Fleet Street. 

The ſouth eaſt part of Middleham Caſtle, with the farm houſe at Nappa, 
that decorates the frontiſpiece of this work, but the latter not publiſhed in 
any other way, were drawn and engraved by J. Bailey, a promiſing and 
almoſt ſelf-taught artiſt, in the county of Durham. 

Some paintings by Mr. P. Sandby, and the late Mr. Dall (ſcene painter 
and machiniſt to Covent Garden Theatre), of the river ſcene at the Force, 
and of Bolton Caſtle, ſome of which have appeared at the exhibitions, are in 
private poſſeſſion. Ayſgarth Force is alſo repreſented on an internal wall at 
Harewood Houſe by Dall, whoſe widow in Newport Street has the pictures 
previouſly alluded to, for ſale. Notice has been already taken of the 
vy-clad battlement of Ayſgarth Bridge, which is likewiſe repreſented in 
Mr. Groſe's plate; but it will be looked for now in vain, as in ſome late 
repairs by a cruel and taſteleſs operator, the bridge has been diveſted of that 
ivy, with which, immemorially it was ſo happily decorated. 

Having already ſignified that Jenkins was a native of this Riding, we can- 
not paſs unobſerved, a perſon, who, though no competitor with him in reſſ pect 
to longevity, yet on another ſingular account deſerves to be recogniſed. 
A Mr. P. H. who lived in a ſtate of matrimony for 60 years at Bolton 
Houſe, and whoſe life was no ways diſtinguiſhed by any uniformity, par- 
ticular good health or variety, lately died in his 87th year, without having 
loft but a fingle tooth a few months before his exit, with a face ruddy and 
almoſt deſtitute of wrinkles, a ſtrong eye, ſteady hand, and without having 
acquired a grey hair. He had lived in the days of fix Dukes of Bolton, in 
whoſe ſervice as a principal agent, he had been moſtly employed. His wife 
died upwards of ninety, and his two immediate predeceſſors in office, nearly 
at the ſame age, under one roof; no ſmall preſumption of the ſalubrity of 
the air in which they lived. They were all accuſtomed to early riſing, a 
circumſtance, which as far as our obſervation extends, has generally 04 
upon remarkable old age, and been its inherent character, however, the 
votaries might have otherwiſe varied in rule, regimen, country, or ſituation. 

The age of Johannes de Temporibus, or John of the times, as he was 
called, a German, who lived to ſee ſo many Emperors, and is quoted 
Lord Bacon and Verſtegan, cannot be looked upon in any other light than 
that of fabulous exaggeration, and ſeems to deſerve no other credit than 
the famous Counteſs, with her numerous iſſue, of whom Derham and others 


ſpeak. Indeed, Jenkins, aged 169, bids faireſt for the palm of longevity, of 
any 
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any perſons we can collect from comparatively recent and authentic records. 
Even ancient Rome, in the zenith of its populouſneſs, when on a cenfus 
taken, it was ſaid to contain above one million and a half of people, prg- 
duced but two that had arrived to the lengthned years of 1 50, even at a 
time when intemperance and diſeaſe could not be ſuppoſed ſo diverſified, or 
prevalent, as in modern days. | | Bay 
But we refer thoſe who ſeek after inſtances of longevity, to Hermippus 
Redivivus, aſcribed to the late Dr. Campbell, where the reader will find a 
plentiful harveſt of ſuch particulars. —The ſite of the village where Jenkins 
was born, trained and died, is low, clayey, and fubje& to inundations from 
the river Swale. His cottage 1s eraſed, but the ſpot was ſhewn me by the 
late Colonel Crowe, then owner of the manor and premiſes. The want of 
a Britiſh topography has been for ſome time regretted by the inquiſitive; 
for what caſually floats upon tradition, or 1s given us by the hiſtorian of the 
village, is daily loſing ground; and our periodical pieces are not ſufficiently 
durable regiſters of local facts and things which lie ſo widely ſcattered. 
It muſt therefore give pleaſure to the literary claſs, to find that a gentleman 
of abilities has undertaken ſo arduous, uſefal, and entertaining a work, as 
that of the Britiſh topography, and which we hope will be continued for 
the emolument of the public. | 5 
Ribald or Robert, Lord of Middleham, was a younger brother of Alan 
Rufus, or the red, Earl of Richmond, and the firſt Lord of Middleham 
after the conqueſt of England, and to whom the ſaid Alan (who died with- 
out iſſue A. D. 1089) gave the manor and honor of Middleham with the 
appurtenances, and many other lands, which before the conqueſt belonged 
to Chilpatrick, a Dane, in the time of the Confeſſor. Robert, the ſon of 
Ralph, and grandſon of Ribald, built the caſtle of Middleham, to whom 
Conan Earl of Britanny, or Bretagne, gave Wenſleydale, or Wenſlydale, 
Wendeſleydale, Wendeſlaydale and Wenlleydale, with common of paſture. 
The deſcendants of Ribald enjoyed a fair fortune here, till iſſue male failed 
in Ralph the ſecond, the third ſon of Robert who built the caſtle, and died 
54 Hen. III. 1270. It is ſaid his. eſtates were divided between his three 
daughters, of whom Mary, the eldeſt, who was then married to Robert 
Neville, ſon of the Lord of Raby in the county of Durham, had this honor 
and caſtle for her ſhare. Afterwards the caſtle being in the hands of King 
Hen. VI. by the forfeiture of Richard Neville, Earl of Saliſbury; and Sir 
John Neville, uncle to Ralph Earl of Weſtmoreland, who died without 
iſſue, being found heir to his honor and eſtate, and adhering to that King 
in his diſputes with the houſe of York, was made conſtable of it for life. 
Richard Neville, Earl of Warwick, on the 26th of July, 1469, after the 
battle of Edgecote Field, otherwiſe called Banbury Field, which was fought 
in a plain called Danes Moor, near to the town of Edgecote and three miles 
from Banbury, having taken King Edward IV. in his camp at Ulney, a 
village beſide Northampton, by the Archbiſhop of York, brother to War- 
wick, the King was brought priſoner to Warwick Caſtle, and thence = | 
1 York; 
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York; he was alſo priſoner at Middleham, whence he eſcaped (as it is 
ſaid, from a hunting party) and came to London. But it has been diſco- 
vered from the Foedera, that Edw. IV. while ſaid univerſally to be priſoner 
to Abp. Neville, was at full liberty and doing acts of regal power. 

By the death of the Earl of Warwick at the battle of Barnet, all his lands be- 
came forfeited, as were alſo thoſe of John de Neville, Marquis of Montague, 
his brother: among which laſt was this lordſhip, which by act of parliament 
11 Edw. IV. was ſettled, with other their eſtates, upon Richard Duke of 
York, that King's brother, to hold to him and the heirs of his body law- 
tully begotten. rc EE oy 

The town of Middleham is ſituated on a gentle riſing ground, about a 
ſhort half mile on the fouth ſide of the river Eure, in the Wapentake of 
Hangweſt, in that part of the North Riding of Yorkſhire called Richmond- 
' ſhire, in the deanery of Caferick, and in Domeſday is called Medelai. 

The caſtle ſtands on the ſouth fide of the town, and was formerly moated 
round by the help of a ſpring conveyed in pipes from the higher grounds, 
although on the north and weſt ſides no traces of a ditch TOE ; but an old 
wall ſubſiſted within memory that had been erected as a ſafeguard from the 
moat, on the ſide next the town, for prevention of accidents. Leland fays, 

it was in his time (about 230 years ago) the faireft caſtle in Richmondſhire, 
except Bolton: but in this remark, that author could only mean in reſpect 
to the wear and preſervation of Bolton, fince in point of magnitude, the 
former had eminently the advantage, It does not occur to my reading, that 
Middleham caſtle was ever beſieged by the parliament forces, though com- 
mon report of the place allows it. In the remains, we trace more the ruin 
of decay and demolition for the purpoſes of ſale and ufe, than military de- 
ſtruction. | 8 | 1 

The place was much favoured by Edw. IV. and his brother, Duke of 
Glouceſter, afterwards King Richard the third, whoſe only fon Edward was 
born in this caſtle A. D. 147 3. About a quarter of a mile ſouth of the caftle 
is an artificial mount of a conſiderable height, deſigned for a place of 
ſtrength, and the higheſt fortification or keep thereof is made in form of a 
Horſe fetter, which was the device of the family of York, like that of Fo- 
theringhay in Northamptonſhire, and between this mount and the caftle is a 
remarkable loud and diſtinct eccho. id 455 

Middleham being grown into the favour of the houſe of Tork, Richard, 
then Duke of Glouceſter, intended to found a college at this place, which 
was to conſiſt of a dean, ſix chaplains, and four clerks, alſo fix choriſters and 
one other clerk. For this purpoſe he obtained from his brother Edw. IV. 
a licence, bearing date 21 Feb. 17 Edw, IV. Tho. Rotheram, Abp. of 
York, in the ſecond year of his tranſlation, and 24 March 1481, exempts 
the dean, the church and inhabitants, from all archiepiſcopal juriſdiftion: 
In 1482, John Sherwin, Archdeacon of Richmond, exempts the church of 
Middleham from all archideaconal, epiſcopal, ordinary, and other eccle- 
fiaſtical juriſdiction whatever, reſerving five ſhillings ſterling out of the 

| ED profits 


oR, RURAL CONTEMPLATIONS. 53 


profits of the church of M. 12 April 1482, Robt. Bothe, dean and chapter 
of York, confirm the exemption made by the Archbiſhop, and in April 1483, 
they confirm the exemption made by the Archdeacon of Richmond. 
Notwithſtanding theſe ſteps taken for the privileges of the intended col- 
lege, yet before any buildings were erected, or proviſions made for ſupport 
of the: chaplains or choir, Richard left the work imperfect, being prevented 
by the troubles. in which he was involved, or by death; but there 1s a field 
whidh ſtill retains the name of College Cloſe, near to the river Eure, in 
which probably the pile was to have been erected. 
However, the incumbent retained the name of dean, who being exempt 
from the ordinary juriſdiction of his dioceſan, as a royal peculiar, exer- 


ciſed diverſe privileges and eccleſiaſtical juriſdiction within the bounds 


of his pariſh, as marrying people living in it, or in any other pariſh, with- 
out a licence or publication of banns. Although in the year 17 36, and in 
the year 1739, a warm proſecution was carried on againſt Luke Cotes, then 
dean of Middleham, for marrying a couple without publication of banns 
or a licence firſt had, grounded on the ſtatute of the 1oth of Ann, ch. 19, 
ſ. 176, for the penalty of 100). given by that ſtatute. But upon producing 
the before-mentioned charters and other proofs, the defendant Cotes in 
both actions had a verdict, and the dean of Middleham, for the time being, 
afterwards enjoyed the ſame privilege, till finally abrogated by the marriage 
act, 26 Geo. Il. The freeholders never anſwered to any court but to the 
dean's. Probate of wills is ſaid to have been granted by the deans, who 
never married with licences, nor grantcd any. 
The following was taken from the pariſh church at Middleham. 
Sir Henrie Linley, that worthie knight of Middleham — buried 8tn 
of November, 1609. 
Ladie Feronoma Linley, buried 1ſt of Auguſt, 1610. 
Sir Edward Loftus, and Mrs. Jane Linley, married 28th Per 16 39. 
Arthur, ſon of the Right Hon. Lord Loftus, baptized 18th of June, 1644. 
The handſome pariſh churches of Wenſley and Ayſgarth near the river, 
with thoſe of Spenithorn and Middleham, all in riſing ſituations, contribute 
much to give the vale a highly pictureſque air. The church at Wenſley, 
about the center of the Vale, contains the ſumptuous and ancient pew of 
the Scropes, brought from St. Agatha near Richmond, at the diſſolution of 
that Abbey. 
As the inſcriptions have long been giving way to time and accident, to 
preſerve their remains the following extracts were made from a folio ma- 
nuſcript in the Herald's Office, compiled by Sir William Dugdale, a copy 
of which is in the Britiſh Muſeum. 


Wencelagh 18 Octob-. 1622 


Sculprom ſuper quandam ligneam Clauſuram a Cænobio Stæ. Aathæ juxta 
Richmond quondam diſſoluto, delatam. 
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. 
833 1 _ bk 
„6 
2 = 


54 WEN S L E Y- DAL E: 


Here lyeth Henry Scrope, Knight, the 7th of that Nayme, and Ma- 
bell his Wyffe, Daughter to the Lord Dakers, de Grays: Here lyeth Henry 
Scrope, Knight, the third of that Name, and the Right Lord Scrope of 
Bolton, and Elizabeth his Wife, Daughter of 


Super Lapidem marmoreum. 
« Hoc teguntur humo Henricus Scrop, Ricarduſq; Domini Henrici De 
Bolton et Mabellz Uxoris ſuæ minores Natu liberi : Quorum alter xxvo. 
die deceſſit martii, alter xxviijo. July, anno Domini M.D.XXV.” 


In a burial vault made by the Marquis of Wincheſter who is already 
cited, lies alone, his Marchioneſs, the family having never reſided at the 
manſion, ſince the reign of James the ſecond, but in a tranſient way. _ 

Before the memorialiſt quits his theme and the village, may he be per- 


mitted to pay his concluſive homage and ſay, with that tender friend who 


has ſo long ripened by his ſide, 


O! let us here, our peaceful veſpers keep, 
And laſtly in this hallow'd boſam ſleep. 
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